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2023-001 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER    § IN THE PROBATE COURT 
         § 
         § NUMBER THREE IN AND FOR 

2023-001       § 
         § DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER REGARDING 
DALLAS COUNTY MENTAL ILLNESS FILING FEES 

 

 The Court finds that the 88th legislative session resulted in enactment of several laws, 
including and not limited to House Bill 4085 amend of Sections 571.018(h) and (j), of the 
Texas Health and Safety Code to provide for the payment of filing fees by inpatient mental 
health facilities as follows: 

  
 Effective September 1, 2023, filing fees in the amount of $360.00 shall be paid at 
the time of filing of an Application for Temporary Court-Ordered Temporary Mental 
Health Services by all mental health facilities, subject to a reimbursement of said fees upon 
the filing of an Affidavit certifying that the facility received no compensation or 
reimbursement for the treatment of the person, the facility provided treatment for the 
person under a contract with a mental health authority, or the facility provided treatment 
for the person and only received reimbursement under Medicaid.  Upon receipt of said 
Affidavit, the judge of the court is to order the clerk of the court to refund costs paid or 
advanced for a person by an inpatient mental health facility as defined under Section 
571.003(9)(A) of the Health & Safety Code.   
 
 The documentation required to be filed at the time the Application for Temporary  
Court-Ordered Mental Health Services is as follows: 
 
1. Detention Document: Voluntary admission, Warrant – MIW or JP Warrant, Law 

enforcement - APPOW, Emergency Detention; 
2. Filing Fee Receipt 
3. Affidavit of Inability to Pay and/or Affidavit of hospital/mental health facility; certifying No 

Non-Medicaid compensation or reimbursement for Treatment of mental health services; 
4. North Texas Behavioral Health Authority NTBHA, Single Port Authority, SPA Letter 

aka Bed letter; 
5. Application for Court-Ordered Temporary Mental Health Services; and 
6. Physician’s Certificate of Medical Examination & Addendum. 

SIGNED this 1st day of September 2023. 

    

 

     ___________________________________ 

      JUDGE PRESIDING 
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Texas Health and Safety Code Sec. 571.018 

(a) The costs for a hearing or proceeding under this subtitle shall be paid by: 

(1) the county in which emergency detention procedures are initiated under Subchapter A or B,   1 
Chapter 573;  or 

(2) if no emergency detention procedures are initiated, the county that accepts an application for court-
ordered mental health services, issues an order for protective custody, or issues an order for 
temporary mental health services. 

(b) The county responsible for the costs of a hearing or proceeding under Subsection (a) shall pay the 
costs of all subsequent hearings or proceedings for that person under this subtitle until the person is 
discharged from mental health services.  The county may not pay the costs from any fees collected 
under Section 51.704, Government Code.  The costs shall be billed by the clerk of the court conducting 
the hearings. 

(c) Costs under this section include: 

(1) attorney's fees; 

(2) physician examination fees; 

(3) compensation for court-appointed personnel listed under Section 571.017; 

(4) expenses of transportation to a mental health facility or to a federal agency not to exceed $50 if 
transporting within the same county and not to exceed the reasonable cost of transportation if 
transporting between counties; 

(5) costs and salary supplements authorized under Sections 574.031(i) and (j);  and 

(6) prosecutor's fees authorized under Section 574.031(k). 

(d) A county is entitled to reimbursement for costs actually paid by the county from: 

(1) the patient;  or 

(2) a person or estate liable for the patient's support in a department mental health facility. 

(e) The state shall pay the cost of transporting a discharged or furloughed patient to the patient's home 
or of returning a patient absent without authority unless the patient or someone responsible for the 
patient is able to pay the costs. 

(f) A proposed patient's county of residence shall pay the court-approved expenses incurred under 
Section 574.010 if ordered by the court under that section. 

(g) A judge who holds hearings at locations other than the county courthouse is entitled to additional 
compensation as provided by Sections 574.031(h) and (i). 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000176&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=Iac4eff50ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXGTS51.704
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=Iac4f2660ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS571.017
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=SP&originatingDoc=Iac4f4d70ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS574.031
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=SP&originatingDoc=Iac4f4d71ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS574.031
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=SP&originatingDoc=Iac4f7480ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS574.031
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=Iac4fc2a0ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS574.010
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=SP&originatingDoc=Iac4fc2a1ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS574.031
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000672&refType=SP&originatingDoc=Iac4fc2a2ee8911ea980a91d330653ab3&cite=TXHSS574.031


(h) The state or a county may not pay any costs for a patient committed to a private 

mental hospital , other than a filing fee or other cost associated with a hearing or proceeding under 
the Texas Mental Health Code.  

(1) a public facility is not available;  and 

(2) the commissioners court of the county authorizes the payment, if appropriate. 

(i) The county may not require a person other than the patient to pay any costs associated with a hearing 
or proceeding under this subtitle, including a filing fee or other court costs imposed under Chapter 118, 
Local Government Code, Chapter 51, Government Code, or other law, unless the county first determines 
that: 

(1) the costs relate to services provided or to be provided in a private mental hospital;  or 

(2) the person charged with the costs is a person or estate liable for the patient's support in a 
department mental health facility. 

(j) The judge of a court conducting a mental health hearing or proceeding must order the clerk to refund 
court costs paid or advanced for a person by an inpatient mental health facility as defined under Section 
571.003(9)(A). (B), (D) or (E) on the filing of an affidavit certifying that: 

The facility has received no compensation or reimbursement for the treatment of the person; 

The facility provided treatment for the person under a contract with a local mental health authority; or 

The facility provided treatment for the person and only received reimbursement under Medicaid. 

NOTE:  The bill analysis states that this bill seeks to alleviate the financial burden on private mental 
health facilities by expanding the circumstances under which a county is required to reimburse a 
private mental health facility for court costs. 

 



 

September 1, 2023 

 

Dallas County Clerk, John Warren 
500 Elm Street, Suite 2100 
Dallas, TX  75202 
 

Re: Required Documentation for Applications for Mental Health  
Services effective September 1, 2023 
 

Dear Mr. Warren, 

 Please find enclosed Dallas County Mental Illness Court Administrative Order 2023-001.  The 
Order is effective as of September 1, 2023, and it pertains to ALL Applications for Mental Health 
Services pursuant to Health and Safety Code Chapter 571.018(a) (b) and House Bill 4085 amendment 
of Sections 571.018(h) and (j), with respect to reimbursement of fees associated with the filings of 
“committed” patients.  A facility is ONLY entitled to reimbursement for fees of a “committed” patient.  A 
patient is only “committed” pursuant to a hearing AND entry of an Order for Commitment.  
Reimbursement logically follows a payment at the time of filing the Application and the subsequent entry 
of the Order for Commitment.  Webster defines reimbursement as to pay back to someone.  Hence, we 
cannot Order reimbursement of a fee/costs that have not been paid.  I believe this to be an 
accurate analysis and interpretation of the applicable law and by copy of this letter, I am 
requesting an opinion by the Texas Attorney General’s Office of this issue. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Margaret Jones-Johnson, Presiding Judge 
Dallas County Probate Court No. 3 
 
 
CC: Texas Supreme Court, Texas Attorney General’s Office, Presiding Judge of the Texas Statutory Probate Courts, 
Honorable Guy Herman; Dallas County Presiding Magistrate, Steven Autry; North Texas Behavioral Health 
Authority, NTBHA; Dallas County Public Defender, Lynn Richardson; Dallas County Justice of the Peace, Valencia 
Nash; Dallas County District Attorney, John Creuzot; Dallas County Administration; Texas Office of Court 
Administration; Dallas Behavioral Hospital; Texas Health Presbyterian- Dallas; Glen Oaks Hospital; Terrell State 
Hospital; Medical City Green Oaks Hospital; Texoma Behavioral; Hickory Trail Hospital; VA North Texas Medical 
Center; Medical City McKinney; Wellbridge Healthcare of Greater Dallas; Methodist Richardson Medical Center; 
William P. Clements University Hospital; Parkland Health & Hospital System; Haven Behavioral Hospital of Frisco; 
Baylor Dallas ER; Baylor Rowlett ER; Baylor Irving ER; Methodist Dallas Medical Center; Methodist Charlton 
Medical Center; City White Rock Lake; Dallas Regional Medical Center; Baylor Lakepoint; Behavioral Health 
Connections; and Perimeter Behavioral Hospital of Dallas. 
 

   

Margaret Jones-Johnson 
Presiding Judge 
Probate Court No. Three 
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