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March 11, 2020 

The Honorable Ken Paxton 

GEANIE W. MORRISON 
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LOCAL & CONSENT CALENDARS - CHAIR 
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CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM 

Attorney General of the State of Texas 
ATTN: Opinion Committee 
PO Box 12548 
Austin, TX 78711-2548 

Re: Authority of an Investigator who is not licensed as a Peace Officer and is appointed 
by a County Prosecutor 

Dear Attorney General Paxton: 

Pursuant to the authority to issue advisory opinions granted to the Attorney General in §22 
of Article IV of the Texas Constitution and §402.041, et seq. of the Texas Government Code, this 
letter is being submitted to request an opinion regarding certain provisions of the Texas Penal 
Code. 

The Aransas County Sheriffs Office has asked me to request the following Attorney General 
Opinion: 

An issue arose when a civilian employee of a prosecutor's office carried a firearm in a Felony 
District Court. The Sheriffs Office disarmed the civilian employee who is the County 
Prosecutors appointed Investigator, because they were not a licensed peace officer. The 
Prosecutor is defending the Investigators' right to carry their firearm in the court as she has a 
concealed carry permit, and that the County Judge has allowed it. 

What are the authorities of an Investigator who is not a licensed peace officer, including their 
right to carry a firearm in a courtroom? 
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