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•~~ Wh~d.r. a eonllJ&llJ QD wli~Uy -0w11 a n1~ \fehi~le lftlutu~er '~lihout h~mg 
iwr.._.t>wftfi~ •~ 1mtDr ~t• maufa~r f'4lt" p~ :of Hdktn 2311.416 t1f the 
~r~ut O•pa~$ t'de. · 

llear A~yGena;al Pa~mn: 

ft'ifiU(b•~ ~.f)~~M 402Jl42 tlf~ 'f ~a!5 G~vemntent (;~e~ l write ·ttJ ~~the '\\.Titten opinion 
ut·1it-mr ~mce i>U ~·tnattt..>r t.~crlbed bt10w •. 

B:aekgrwud 

tmdt! ~fem'i'. litw~ a n)ntur v~hi~k mtumfact\lrer may not dim.::tiy ur ind~ly: (0 U'Wll an inten:st 
in ~~~rot vehitlce~ler or dealef~J1ip; (2) (1perate t)r 'i:lonwot a ltltJti)f vehie'ie dt:alt.1:' or deiliersbip~ 
or. ~:Uacllu ·~ ~-apaeity of a 111{}tervebicle de~le'r. 'l'G)t. OC!'~ CtJ!lt § 2.30l .476(c}. i•or purpt1~g 
(jf tbe~~hibitilllns. a "'m~umfat.'iuror'* includes a pt.':fflon whn= 

(8) di~ly or jnditei..1t1· through iln intermediary, ii.\ t.'.OntroUed hf~ or is under c<immnn 
~-ruim~~'a nmnu~l:tcnm:r. 

f~rest ltl~r~ Irle, f"F~t. Ri~~·) is u,. ltix>~ .. fi~~~ii!.(f n~•pr ~cie n~nufaetu~et$ ··· lkrk~hire 
H~tbtway A~A1~ti"~. ('"BHN"') ~emtes wrimas. l'~a~Ji~m~ 8ll~itlt1*bite (lealerships. 
Berk~hi1~Hnaw~y. ltlt. ('"lllf~} (Jw.ns ~ndl eotttfttbi l:mth F~st Riwr and BUA. 

~rhen.~ i~iaudispttedm Jtor~st liver inaxtlmiicillfft 1ootor vtlt~l~tlwp~~es of-5~· pr(.Wi!io~~. 
As- the et>ttmritt-e relatttmsidp between th~s~ th~ ·entiii~ s~m. .ti•y"; l'mth ·saf ·mld. BHA ;tre 
ulsi1 "maoofacturenf' tmder th~ snrt:ute. llHA i~ a ··rnamttm:turer betaum' it i~ '"'tmder -comnmn 
~mtiul w~dt'f'< f:\tn,.,t River. ltl~ § 230l .47li(a)(2J(8'). DH1 i~ n n1~nn~t,ire1·~u~c if is.'"atliliated 
with11~ F~~~ ltitt~r7 its ~1lbsid.i~ry. Be~~mse nHI ood BHAm'c 'lnanufaetment' imder dw !it,atnte~ 
theirt~flg O\'mtrsi1ip ~ndf~ir t"t1ntrnl of rimtur vdiide dealers vfofat~ '&etti~~n 230} .416(c). 

it .~~ been ~p~t~ thnt l~Hl mid SHA c<mf~ come intu tt'l1Dpliunce with ~ttion 2381.416 if 
SHI lt"~linquishes .\.1t¥llt~ol uf Fnn..~1 ltiver i~ihU~ m1.dntaimng ~w~r~p ~lf Ft~st R(v~!'. · if HHhm 
h~ng~ Ct~nt1;·olN f(<lfe!>t Riv.er., ~hen HUA. Wtltt1d ml lon~~r be numn."'t 'COlltUltlll S:t~~I witb'~ l1m'ef.."!>1 

Jti'1:~ d~i~ theit' ~ pan.-nt ~on1pu:i~y. 



Que~ion.-;reQJ~dn~ hO\'\leWr.M tu whed:lerthe, prtlJ'f:.lsat reli~1hi1t~"ntuf cpi:mul wm.tld bring BHI 
into C6mpli~oo witk the law. Wbi!~ any viotati0M stemming fron1 ~d ~ontrol ofBHJ and 
P~t Rivm' nughfi>e addr~~diflUUrelinquisE c*ml M"Fer~ f{iver., stt1i<m 2301.416 al$O 
prohibits BfU :fmm being "'afuliatat, \\lith'~ forest River, ··· trnier. tlie wording nf ~ion 
2301.41'<3)* su~ctian (1~)(2J€:A)"$ ·~ttlllitrted \vitb~ standard 11~ tc ~distinct t'A>m atff! 
independent of $1ilbl$t:ctron (~l{2)(8)"s "*imder oomtntlll control with'Vt standard.· 

Que!ition P~8ented 

for pn~a nt'$ee!im1 23tlt476 of th~ t.:k"t:JJpttdm1~ Ct'de,, can a cmnpmly tbm ·wh(:1Uy owns a 
motor, ~~t~ mmmtl~~tr~r ~w tl:~ be ._atl'ili~(ted wid1:~ the: itttJtor 'V~it:~ tnimufa\.1urer b}1 

~lmquidti~~~~ tlf the nlmtd~itw« wJ~l~ mtli:ntaming 'Ownership ufit~l 
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