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Re: Request for Attorney General opinion regarding authority of County to participate in the 
Rotary Club's Flag Project 

Dear Attorney General: 

Upshur County is inquiring whether it is legal to contribute money to the Rotary Club Flag Project. 

The Rotary Club in Upshur County conducts an ongoing fundraiser by recruiting area businesses to 
contribute funds~ and in return, American flags are placed in front of their businesses on holidays. 

The Rotary Club uses the money raised from the Flag Project to fund things such as scholarships for 
area students. The County is billed $20-$27 per flag each holiday. There are approximately 60 flags put 
on display each holiday. The County has participated in the Flag Project for many years. Recently, the 
question arose of whether this was a legal use of public funds. 

We are aware of previously issued opinions that prohibit counties from donating money to various civic 
organizations. However, I have been approached from current and previous commissioner's court 
members and their opinion is that this is a different situation because the county is getting a service in 
return. 

Plea<>e advise whether it is a legal use of public funds to contribute to the Rotary Club's Flag Project. 

Sincerely, 


