Oeinion_Committee

From: RECEIVED Coty Siegert <cotysiegert@robertsoncounty.org> R@; ,2 2,. G R

Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 8:47 AM

o: SEP 11 201‘! inion_Committee
;UbjectbP|N|0N COMM”.TEEgginion—:{:eques:t F“—E # ML_l*—r?(Q% q- '
1D.# 4Tz 9

Dear Sirs/Madames,

Relevant Statute: Section 82.002 Texas Election Codes states a person is eligible to early vote by mail IF the voter has a
sickness or physical condition that prevents the voter from appearing at the polling place on the election day without
the likelihood of needing personal assistance or of injuring the voter’s health.

Question: Is the Texas Election Code Section 82.002 on “Disability” qualifying a voter to vote early by mail the only
definition to allow a voter to vote early by mail or does any definition of “disability” (whether through Social Security,
Veteran Affairs...) qualify a voter under 82.002.

Background: On the application for ballot by mail, there is a box voters can check for “Disability” which allows them to
vote early by mail. Nowhere on this form is there a definition of “disability”. | have had a disagreement with the
Robertson County Judge on what the “disability” requirements are to allow a voter to vote early by mail. My position is
that 82.002 does not allow any disability to allow a person to vote by mail. | believe that 82.002 ONLY allows qualifying
disabilities to vote by mail...ie: “IF the voter has a sickness or physical condition that prevents the voter from appearing
at the polling place on the election day without the likelihood of needing personal assistance or of injuring the voter’s
health.” The County Judge’s position appears to be that any disability qualifies a person to vote by mail...ie: any
government rated disability (Social Security, VA Disability...) allows a person to vote by mail regardless the qualifying
language of 82.002.

| have found no relevant Texas Case Law on this issue.
W. Coty Siegert

County & District Attorney
Robertson County Texas
P.O. Box 409

Franklin. Texas 77856

Tel: 979-828-3205

Fax: 979-828-3300
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The Information in this electronic mail is intended for the named recipients
only. [t may contain privileged and confidential matter. If you have
received this electronic mail in error, please notify the sender immediately
by replying to this e-mail or by collect call to (979) 828-3205. Do not
disclose the contents to anyone.
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