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RE: Requirements for land to be considered an ecological laboratory under
Texas Property Tax Code Section 23.51.

Dear General Abbott:

As Chairman of the Select Committee on Veterans Health, I respectfully
- request an opinion regarding the application of Texas Property Tax Code Section
23.51 to ecological research in the field.

Section 23.51 establishes that land can be considered qualified open-space
land based on the use of that land. "[L]and that is used principally as an ecological
laboratory by a public or private college or university" is qualified open-space
land. The statute does not, however, define ecological laboratory or establish
requirements for the land to be certified as exempt under the ecolab designation.

Though the requirements for ecological laboratory designation are not
defined in statute, appraisal districts have historically granted the designation based
on a property-specific ecolab performance report or letter from a university. Some
appraisal districts, however, no longer maintain this practice.
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Given that ecological laboratory is not defined in the statute, [ fespectﬁﬂly
request an opinion on the following question:

Does land qualify as an ecological laboratory, as this term is used in Texas
Property Tax Code Section 23.51, if a university outlines and implements an
ecological laboratory research plan for the property and produces a related
annual report? : '

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

incerely, i

Jeff Wentworth

Chairman _
Senate Select Committee on Veterans Health
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