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Request for an Opinion: Whether the elected position as councilmember 
ofthe City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, is incompatible with 
the municipal employment position of firefighter in the City of Texarkana, 
Arkansas, because ordinances enacted by the Arkansas city which establish 
parity pay for its fire department employees to equal yearly base pay approved 
by the City of Texarkana, Texas, for Texas fire department employees. 

Dear General Abbott: 

As Chairman of the House Committee on General Investigating and Ethics, Irespectfully request an 
opinion from you about the following issue: 

Pursuant to the common-law self-employment incompatibility doctrine, is 
the elected position of counci I member of the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, 
incompatible with the municipal employment position of firefighter of the 
city of Texarkana, Arkansas, because of ordinances enacted by the Arkansas city establishing 
parity pay for its fire department employees to equal yearly base pay approved by the City of 
Texarkana, Texas, for its fire department employees? 

Josh Davis is a resident of the City of Texarkana, Texas. He is a firefighter employed by the City of 
Texarkana, Arkansas, in that city's fire department. On May 8, 2010, Josh Davis was elected to the City 
Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas. 

In 1996, the voters of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, approved a specific tax levy for base pay parity 
between the fire departments of Texarkana, Arkansas and Texarkana, Texas. The Board of Directors for 
the City of Texarkana, Arkansas (i.e., the governing body of the Arkansas city) 
has enacted multiple ordinances dealing with this parity pay. [See attached ordinances K-598, K-601, L-
234, L-236.] 

Paul Hanna, Chief Committee Clerk 
Cheryl Lively, Assistant Committee Clerk 

P.O. Box 2910 • Anstin, Texas· 78768-2910 
(512) 463-0592 
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Ordinance L-236 defines parity in this context: "the yearly base pay for each member of the Texarkana, 
Arkansas Fire Department is equal to the yearly base pay of their Texarkana, Texas Fire Department 
counterparts." That ordinance also provides various formulas for achieving parity in the Arkansas city 
fire department employees' salaries based upon municipal fund balance levels. 

Consistent with Texas Attorney General Opinions GA-0031 (2003) and DM-267 (1993), it is presumed 
that the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, would not be deemed a 'business entity' within Local Government 
Code Chapter 171, and therefore Chapter 171 would not be applicable to the issue presented. If, however, 
in your opinion, Chapter 171 would be applicable, then please address that issue. DM-267 left open the 
issue of the common-law doctrine of incompatibility. Mr. Davis has stated publicly he will abstain from 
voting on any budget item dealing with fire department salaries because of the parity pay ordinances of 
Texarkana, Arkansas. (See attached May 9,2010, news article from the Texarkana Gazette.) However, 
abstention on a matter which gives rise to incompatibility does not remedy such incompatibility. 

The Office of Attorney General has frequently held that the "self-employment" portion of the common­
law doctrine of incompatibility prohibits "an individual from holding an office and at the same time 
holding an employment that is subordinate to the office." [Letter Opinion No. 94-070,1994; Attorney 
General Opinion DM-55, 1991] 

Letter Opinion No. 97-034 makes clear that an employee of a municipal fire department may not 
simultaneously serve as a city commissioner of the same municipality. If Mr. Davis was a firefighter 
employed by the City of Texarkana, Texas, prior Attorney General opinions make clear while he could 
become a candidate for the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, without resigning his municipal 
employment, he could not simultaneously serve as both a municipal employee and a councilmember. It 
makes sense, both from .legal and public policy perspectives, that a municipal employee cannot hold a 
municipal office which would allow him to vote for a raise of his own municipal salary. 

With the parity pay ordinances enacted by the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, a councilmember of the City 
of Texarkana, Texas is in a position to vote for an increase in the salary of the Arkansas city's fire 
department employees when approving salary increases for the Texas city's fire department employees. 
Because of the Arkansas city's parity pay ordinances, is Mr. Davis' elected position as councilmember of 
the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, incompatible with his employment position as 
firefighter with the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, under the common-law self-employment incompatibility 
doctrine? Under the circumstances presented, does Texas law require Mr. Davis to choose between his 
elected Texas position and his Arkansas municipal employment? 

I respectfully request an opinion from you regarding this issue. 

Chuck Hopson 
State Representative 
District II 

Enclosures 
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QF:lDINANCE NO, f(...srJ> 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIO'ING FOR THE LEVY OF 
AONE.;FOURTH OF ONE PERCENT {%%l:'sAtES .. " 
AND USE TAX 'WITHIN THE 'CiTY ,OF 
TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS; AND PRESCRIBING 
,OTIiER MATTeRS PERTAINING THERETO. , . ','; ; .•.. ~!,.. . '. . . . .. 

WHEREAS, eieCI~rs d. \he 'CiW 01 Texarkana. AlMnsas, pursuant to -the. 

provi.;oos . of . Aifalnsas Code Annoiaie-d -§2S-75-213, have filed 'petitions 
. ", 

r\lquas!inglh ~ leVy :of>\i one.·lpurth of one percent {Wii>1 salIm ;md ,use tax :within_ . . . . .. 
the .Gily of Texarkana, Ark'lnsas; for :the p~rpose of Texarkana, Arl\~nsas; Fire' 

Oepartm!>nl $<\ta.IY !'lcraeses and mainlainl(ig .bjilSe pay parity bs\W!!en 1M' fire 

:pepal1ffiliif1\$ 91 Te),j_rk~na, Arkansas, .rid Texark,;,m;, Texas; any excess funds 

genera~ by -such .tax :Shall luno! equally, each 'year (al the Texatkana-, 

ArlCan~.as, Fit:e .DGpartmi'lnt Pension :F~nd and (b) II Public ·fire Prevention .. ' . 
. Ed_u_g;tiion . Program within the public sot\Ools: and. low inCOI119 faniilies 10 pe 

operated _and main\ain~d by an indep(>ndel1t board of the Texarkana, ArKansas 

Firefigh~"rs ASSQciatlon; 

-WJ;EFjEAS, ~a)d petitions have b_~eQ tiled with and. v.eri1ietl by the City 

CI'i!rk ,itS. CQf)tainlng Ille ~ignatur9s of at iesst fifteen parcent (11;%) 0.1 \he ., ,,' 

eleclor~ of the City as qe~ermin~ by the lOIal nUl'!'lbe' of votes cast for !'oil 

candidates for Mayor of the City at the last preceding general electior, 

WHEREAf;. under 'the circumstances described aoove, Atf(ansas Coifs 

Annatated§2s.:75-21a ~bligates thE! governing bo"V Of \tie City to levy the sales 

and use tax ~ough.t in said pelitions and to call a special election to approve 

such levy; 
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NQW, .THEREFORE, Be IT ORDAINED by Itle BQa,rd of Dlr;lC\ors fill toe 

City ,01 T e~ail<a..t1a, N~an~as, 

: 'Sectiiln 1: Under the authority of Arl<ansas Code Annotsteel §26·7S,,21 a, ., 
there is hereby 'levied II one-fourth 01 one'percent :(,. %oJ tiuton the Qross' reoe\pts 
'rom the ~ale at 't:et"n wit))iP Ihe Cfty 01 {ill iiems which-are subject to 'the . . , 

,,':Arkartsa:$GrO$S Receipts Tax'Aql,.of 1941, ,as ,amended (A.C,A, §2.6-52-,H11,', ,et 

seq,), and (!:Ie Jmp,\l!.i!il'il 01 an excise (or uS~) :\\lX Q!'I'th~, .;;i?,r'lge, ',l111~ ar ,ot,her 

:'C'<m~u~l?tiori wkhiii :lhe Oil;\:, of I,engible personal propafty' iiuli1ect tl' the: 

, , ,A;~,nsiisC9mpensatin9 Tax A~lof 1949, a~, amend;id (A.p.A. '§2a-53..1li",'i~t', 
':"S9CI';), .ala, 'ra,tl;Hlf ,o,'la..{IWrth of one pereant (14%) of 'tha :sale :Prics ,of the 

" ,prl1!(lerty Qr. ,in tl)e Cl;Isa of I~ses or rru:taI~, of the lease or rental ,:price: 
, 

(6plfeclively .. thli!~.sii)Ie!> and Use·TaX"), 1qe,Sp.les and Use Tax $hlill as leviee 

an~ cOllected only oil the ~Ir(!t $2,500 iar each single,:tr"!)S1l,pi;on. 

,section 2: 'Single iransactior( is defined according to the nature oj \hi" 
...... 

gOQ,~S p'"rchll"e~ as .follows: 

A. When two .or !!lore devices in which. upon ,which, 01 by' which any 

p?r~p~ pr propertY is. or may be. ,transported on:lrawn. Including but not limited , 

10. 'on·toad v.ehicles. whether require<! to be IIC11!nsad or not, oil-road venjcl'¥'. 
, " 

farm ve"i~i,¢,.. l'Iirplanes, water veesels., motor vehicles, .or non-motilii.Zed 

I(ehleles and mobile hornell, are sold to e person by a'saUe,. ea.t:h individual ,unit, 

, j(yl\et~er part 01 ... '"fleet" sale at.ool, shall be treated all a single minsaction.for 

the p\irpoSB of the Sales and Use Tax, 

a "The charges'lor utility services, which ere subject 'to tlia Salas and 

Use Tax; :and whloh are fumished on a continuous seryice baSiS, Yhlet('ler ~lJph 

,seniices are paid daily. weekly, monthly. or annually. for the purpose:;; of the 

Salas al'l~ Use T~ shall be computed in daily increm",n\$, and each such ~iili.ly 

. .., ,-, .. -" .. ' ... - •••••• " • ,,_, ____ no-i___ •• _._ •••• --- -
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charge increment $hall be cOnll1oe!ed l(J b'e,! S,Ii1gl~,trl\nsac~iOli ~br\he purposes 

oltha Sale&,and USe Tax. 

C. For ,$aleS of balfdln,pnaterialS and supplies:to cOntractors. builders: or 

'other persGlns, a single transaction"f!lLihe,purposes of !he sales and Use Talc . 
. ', .. 

shall be deemed to be any single sale ovdiiiilj, is rilflec:tea on a singlE> invoioe, 
." ". . . 

receipt or statement, :00 'which an aggregatef s'ales, (or 'us';} 'l"''' figure has ',b!(len 

repotled and rarn,!tt~ to the $,!~t~ ;01 AliI~\jS,i'I,., ,,' 
D. When 'two or more it~m~ ofrriai9r f,:ollsehol!l a,ppiiMO!>$, eommeroial 

. .. ~.' ." 

ap~lianoes, major equipment, 'and machine(y Ilril,liQlif :e1ii>!1in~lyioual olilt s}w.\1 

be iieaied as a single transaction 10rlh'e, p,~rpp.~es of the Sallis a~q Use TaK. 
'.'.,<' ..•. '. 

E, For iliug ltllms, dry good.; a~d o1hElf:ta~gibIEfpelsonal'prope,rty 8'1dior 

services n~t ~\herwi$e 1;l1lPre~sly covered, in thiS :300\lon;, a single transaction 

so,all !>e.. ileamed to be any $lngle,];a;ie:w.lJipl1 i,p'rafleoted oJ.! a' 'single involpe, 
. . ~ 

" " . 
and rem~taCl to the State of.Arkansas. 

,Sectien 3: That an ol'dinano9!l, ahd parts thereof In o.oniliat herewith are 

hereby repealed \0 thi'! extent afsUCh cQnlficl. ' 

Section 4 That Ihis Ordinance $hall not ~ke liffl'c:t until an election Is 

held on the question of levying the Sales and .us"Tax,at whloh a majOrity of the 

,el~or$ va.ting on the question shallJulve ,app'rov~d the levy <If the Sales and 

Useiax. 

PASSEO AND APPROVED this 16tli day,of Septerilbe~. 19as. 

~' ~~' .. .... 

" ••. _.. _ ... __ .. ..:-_<- _.~ ____ ........... n_ ..... ___ ....... •. --" -, " . 
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AN ORD!NANCE ,¢~LLlNG A SPECIAL 
ELECTION IN THE CITY OF TEXARKANA, 

, ARKANSAS, ON THE QUESTION OF LEVYING A: 
ONE-FOURTH OFP,NE peRCENT (%~) SALEp 
AND USE tAX:: witi::lii-;( THE CITY OF 
TEXARKAN~, ARKANSAS; PRESGfllBING 
OTHER MATtE!=lS PEFiTAlNIN(; THERETOjAND 
DECLARING i\NEMEAG~~PY .. . .... ~. '. 
Wl1EflEAS, electors of the CitY jiij t exaikarta. I'\rl<a,h.sas; py~~l)a,n! 1i> IIi. .. 

p(oyisjo[ls of Arkansas Gode ·,Mnilriltad §2.S-7S,213. have filEi,4 petitions . ft... . .' .. 

requesting tl'\e:iay-y of 1! l)ne.j!'\oi.th.of ,orni.P9roi,ln1' !l4%1 sales and use ·tax within 

the City of T"fl!<ana, Arkansas, tor the purpose of Texarkana, Arltansas; Fire 

Oepartm$nt ,:18ry j~Ql:~~S~S ,and maintainil)9 base pay parity b~t_n the. lire 

departmentM Texarl<an~, Aikan~<ls, And T~,rkana,. Texas; any exoess funds 

generated by such tax shall futi>l. ,equ~l)y, .eq.\lh ~ar (iI) the Texarkana, 

Arkansas, Fire Depattmenl Pension Fund I;nd (b) .a' Public fire Prevention 

EQllria,fioli Fjogl'am. ,wjthi!! the public schools and low income famlli.." te be 

ope!atecl and maintained Ily;;n 'independent board of .the Texarkana, Art-;ansas, 

Firefighters Association; 

WHE:F.lE/!S. Said petitions have been filad with .and verified ~y the City 

CI~rk as con!ajni.ng ih~~lgna~u(es of at leasi fifteen percent (15%) 9f the 

eleotors of the City as determIned by the total number of votes' cast for all 

candidates for Mayor ,»1 the City at Ihe last preoading general election: 

WHEREAS, under the pircumst~n9"s deAAribed :apove, ArKansas Coae 

AnnolllllJ!i §26, 75-213 obligates the gOl(emlJ}fij body of the Cily to levy the sales 
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and use tax sought in ;saId petitiOl\$ and \0 call a. special election to approve 

.such ill.VY;. 

,NOW, THEREFORE •. BE IT 0fit)AINED by thE/ Board of Oi,en!",s -of the 

C~y of Texlilrkani(. A,f1I.li,,~as:. 

:section',1: 'Th~t lMra' 6a..-arid thete. ishareb)' calied. a spepral al.ectlon t~. 
ba hald 011 11m."",", 1. M.I 5" , 1996; lilt Which eleiitiQIl theraShall b.a 

. "~~" ',.' ',' . 
su.bmitt.ad to tf;l~;@.I~qt§:9FtM;Ci\y \he question of the levy .01 said Sales and . . .. ' . . '. 

·\)seT.)<. 

Seetion2; :J·hy.l·!IJ~q\l!lstI9n of levying the 'sales'and Use Tex.shall be 

placed 01\ the.ba'llO!.llir.lhs~el~OItGI): i!'l.$pbs,antially the fol!owinglorm: 

V.o\o 01\ m.\'OSure I>y pla~nii,,,n<;! '.X' iii \f!~;s!'Il!i\r~ OPP:9$lto \he 
'~.r.a ai1~arforor'e.,WJlnst: 
. :fPflaCf<ip\iqn of «. '!< % ~ sal", ai!\il!SO'talC ""!!lIn. U'i$: Cily 'of 
't~r'l<aila, Arkansas. :to~ t~~ purpo .. of T"""<\<O",,, ArIol".. •• 
ii1n; .. p'~'pa~!IlOn!. s;jl;uy 'in~ ... O[ld .malntalnlng buB P'&Y 
p.~~ 'betWa9IT~'" :Iii<> ~ej1\s .<>t ToxatI<;o".. AI_s . 
• nll, T.exao1o\rIa, T.X<i8. ~·.ox"""" fu~ I/Gneral"!'ll>y suoh 
tax shall 1..,(1. equally. ""i:ri year (aJ. t~ -r ........... , ~ 
FI' ... q..par!m$lll Pension Fund; and (b) ... PUblic FI,. P' .... ."lI9n 
e~ion· !"~ilt~m. Wlthln 1he p)lbtlC. SchoolS and 10111 In¢Ome 
lamilies to t>e opera'i"" and molntalnadl>y an independent board 
of 1(1 .. Texirk;:ulO.1IItian~' fl:ajjghiQn\ ..... 0.1.1>0" .•.•.•.. _ ................. _. __ 
AGAINST 1Idcplion qf. a. *11> loI;!11·.at"".Of!d use tax ""lI1ln tho 
C~y of Tosarl<ana. ~. 'lor 1he \>lIJl<OS<\ of Tal"lfl<an,a. 
Arkansas.- Are oepa!'ilnant s:1l1aij ~1'I0r~f'~ rfulirjt",ning 
bose· paY ,parity bet ...... th. fir •. aapartmont. 0/ T •• ~. _"0';>0, >Il!l T~ TOlClIS. P)ttY &X¢M$ f\lll<l generate<! 
by . ...eh1" $hall lund, ,equally. ""ell yoar (<I) I~. Texarkana, 
Arklin"~"'Fire Oepal'llll<!hI:P .. os!on Fund; and (b) a PublIo Fir. 
;P,:e";'inlli>k E.duc8Uoi) r~ .Ylilhin tho public scOOols and tow 
'InOOmil f'lffiille$ ··io be. operal"" . and main"';."" I>y ,OIl 
indopendenl bOaItI· of m. roxioll<ona. ~, F!,efi!ihtors 
ASsociation ......... _ ............... , ............................. _ ... ,~ ___ ............................ __ 

Seelig" 1$, That the election shall be held and conducted and the vote 

canvaijsecl and the results declared under the law and in the m;mn!\t now 

pro~ided for municipal elE!Qtlons unless otherwise provided in Title 26. Ohapter 

75. Subchapter :2 of the ArI<ansas Code of , 997 Annotate. d (the "AUthOrizing -0 . 
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LeglslE!1ion"}: and only .qualified voters of the City .hall have the right to vola at 
the election._ 

.- ,saCti<jp if: Tliaf the results 01 ,Iha. ~I,eciion. shall be proclaimed ·by the 

Mayor, and his Pl9clarriatiQr'l ,shall bep~blisheo' onetime i~ a ·newspaPE!r 

pUbHsb~Q _ i; .~heCI~y and nevin!:! a general. cii~!i!.iion therein, "Ihlen, 

PrOc.\a:IJl.:;ni!;i.n shall advise !hat the .results as proclEllmed shall be co~olusiv~ 

uniess aUaoh9d)!1t~Ei:l!<J.utts wh.hin \~irfy days attar the data 01 pupli!\aticiii. 

Seitl<1I1 5: Thai a' GOPY of lrlis Ordinanpe shall De given \0 the MilJer 
': \, .. '.' . 

:(':oiinly Board af ElaOlioh Commi$sii;irt~rli- ~o:ih.at"the neoessal)' elEjCtion Qfiicial". 

Md suppl.ie,~. njaY,li:e . .prilvitlli.d, A certified copy Of l1'\i$, Qrdi.n!ll'lce 'Shall.also be 

pr00Cjed'.!\>· \he -CommlSliloner of AevenlJes of \h.E! Si.~te ",fArRl\tlsas as soon as 

practical. , 
$eC1iQ:n 6.~ 't~ai)he Mayor and City Board 01 Dir~<;Iri~, for.Moon: oehalt 

of tne'C'~.y b@, . and thily are "ereby authorized and dlreciedto do any and all 

things necessary to call ai'll:!· t>91iif the SP'l';;ia:1 el~ion as herein prcvld.ed.a,nd, If 

the levy of tM. Sale$ :,ario Use Tax Is approved by the eiectors, to .cause ihe 

Safes. and :Use 'Tax to be conected in acc;orda,noe with the Authori2ing 

.Legislation, and to perforin aU actS'. of Whal~.ver nstur", necessary 10 oarry out the 

,authorfty conferred by this Oi'dinance. 

SeCtion7~ That all'ordinances and paris thereof in OCiilflict hereWith are 

her!ihy cep~a,i"d to the exlent of such conflict 

Sgction .8: II. is hereby IIscertained and Cleclarad that there .is a '~reaf 

need to establish II :stable ·source of revenue to finance vital municipal servioes 

in erder to promote and protect the healtti, sajety, and welfare 01 the City and Its 

inhabitants. It is, therefore. declared that an emer.gency 'exists, and this 

Ordinance being necessary lor the. immediate preservation of public peact;l, 
-CI 
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-- .~ ......... ""'. -,'_.-'-," _.- - ... , ...... -_._ .... __ .... _--_ .. _-_. -' -- ---, 

hll.llilh.·and .alew shall be in force ant:! \alce eifect immediately from and jO.fW jts . 

passage. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 17tllday 01 September. 1996. 

APPROVEO: 

Ned A:St'eWill'l.,J,r:. City Attorney 

.~ 

. .•. 
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AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABUSH PAlU'lY. 
. PAY.' RULESAND' TO REGAIN AND. 
MAINTAIN )'ARITYi'AY FOR TIlE 
'TEXARK.l\NA., ~NSAS FIRE 
DEP AR1'l\:IENT 

Rep. Frost P 12/21 

W..QEllEAS, !bif:E1OiIl:4 9tD~o," or ute City ofT."arooa, Monsi.<, &;",i.r~Jti .:: 

.<iii\~ii'li'h parity pay iljles and to regain and. in;rl!'l"i.il.~IY·:P.'Y fortllc::'l;e;ar~ 

Arkansas Firc·.DePortinem to· beft .... cffecipatdh" 'A-ocnt .al .. OlId. use-tax 'IlCri:lise for 

the:pulpose '''(Texarkana, ,4lkans •• Fire Iiepartment, .alary ·in.".... ... and lIlainfujninl!. 

b';~·.Jl'Y :parity hetwoco the fire dc:partmcnts of Toxark ..... Arkansas, and .T",!"''''''''!. 
Tcxas:. "!lProvcd.by·the 'V.ot~ ofT<lCarl<ano, A,k8llSOS, at ibe 'l'e¢i'!l::¢lection 'held on 

~ovsro~r S, 19.96;.\14 

.. ' . 

l)'iiilWilly /ilIli_Qry ~fOlt h8!I ~ tea.;hc<i in ilii. connection; 

NOW, l'HEREF.O~, :BE IT OlIDAlNJW by tl1e Boat4 !if ~ctQrs o.f thO'i 

~i!¥ or Texarkana. Arkansas. lIIat the follO'<>.inS definition. and niles are enacted to cilrrjl. 
" ,'. 
o~1 the PUlJlOSC stated .boye: 

Sudon 1. Definitions: 

A. :Parlty--the yeai!y bas. pay for caeb. moml><!r .or Ibe·Texa:kanB;t 

. A~os. Fire Dep~mel1t is equal to the yeo:rly base pa.y·or their Texm1<.8'J)a, r<!,8:a,S Fjr¢ 

Dep~t C9uill~s. 

a, CO$t of Parity-The amount of money it IlIkcs t() pay j'or the \nereas~ 

in b_ pay, together w;,tl,\ all incte3St$ in employer-COIItribution. related tp ~o~_ bilS,; pay 

inc~s<lS, i.e .• Workert CQmpen.alion. HoJidl!y Pay, Mc<ii ......... d t'!'ilieinent. 
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fiSS!ion 1. RulC$: 

A. 'Panty pay .. Ies tax funds can b!, used to lUnd. all pay in~""""" of ciVil 

..... jc~~!')oY0e6 of the C;ty'~ fi!l'"j:~"I'.'!\!I1ent witho~,-eg,:!r.d ~.~ ~~ the"City: 

might give fu its DOJl1'ivll.ervk. empioyees. 

a For·all now oi'<il """''''''OInpI''l'''' .nh. City;, 1'0 .~ or ."icl>"<n.lpf~yeo'" 
" . .. " . 

bas. Ilay >hall.pply to the OOlt o(parltypay \luqng such""Pl0~0\l"first;~,.i.!l1n.lil!>Ji.n\cnt.. 
. "". 

C. Arry ~ .. inatparlfy pay sol ..... fun .. ei<oeed lb. limB"necca.ali to pay 
•• " " '. >. • 

. ' . 
p. Any y""rs tlj~t:P,i\IitY.piy' .. l .. "'" ~N~ !(i,~~j'ii(11# f~;P.li~·f<lr.i¥.rlt:Y ODd 

the City~s unappropriated fund balance is 1.~~ 'Ulan r~}.'Q-, ~i:Vii ~~' ·~l~=. Qf~~ Ci~ will 

reeclvc,.an in~·.of ilt J~t ~ 'tilward§:·p~ly. 

E. Any year.; '!hot jj,~' ejty .<if ,1'."ad'l\P~; .,~'''.iiJi.iiiP(<iJ;''~ l\liiq . .: . . . . . . 
ball1noe iG'mote than J 5% and parity'" nol bein~ nlei; ~iViI :J«;t)<i",,·:<mJiJ!>y<es f>f Ihe pity will 

(ec:eiv~ the .~1er of'a 4% lncroase or I%: l1i.1J.~·,1hnn·fhc incrctISC gi~ ~,11¢..1;:ex.arlcarilJt 
..... 

", 
F. If ~ civil ~rvi"" cmplo)'Cl:$ of jhe' C'Pi~' Pollee' Depm1mcnt or<: given 

parity with their Texarkana. T ..... counl"-'l"Jls In ~ 'a'yen Y<aI", Ibo ci.i1 ...vIce empl~y'OdS of 

the City's Fire o.parJment w,ill bt,8i~~ pnri!Y t)lat .. me yoar. 

G. This a~ment is conditioaed on adoptioh.~ ~~1~ ~iCics)not rchltcd to 

paritY»llY by the Boprd of D....,.,... These policies "",old ~tb\:',ih.e·:i!ro~ of rcbuildU\s !be 

Clly'< General·Fund unappropriatodbal= to "!l'IiniIl>.lm0f15% o(tbo bui\scl«l.exJ!C<llics. I'm 

""amp1¢.. it the City should ""!I$jol« a l»liey tbot would limi! the "'1.1>~:srowib '" ~rures . , 
104--5%. 

H. .If the Cily """ not ""~i~ an unres1riCltd 8<1t<1al nmd ba"",~ of I S% .t 

the end cl'. five-year period, then ill. City agree, 10 moe1 with Jiie"QitY'. Ojvii service employotS 

to discuss baw to achievc parity • 

. PASSED Al'!D APPROVED tbis21" day ofNo.~" .. i(l(i5', 
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...... :':!! h···· . 
lJ;ViCR._ ~ 

Horace G. Shipp. Mayor 

ATTEST, ........ 

. ," 
,',' . 

" , 

.. ' 

'".. _ ...:.. •. _ ._ .... H,._, _, _ • M' •• ' ___ ..... " .... .:0: ... : ... _.,....-"'_ ........... _._ ... _._._.~~.~~ ___ ... H_"'"·_·_· 
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AN· O$1N~CEtO· .Al\<lEND 
ORDINANCE. ·L-~ TO EST.ABUSH 
~~DPAitiTy' 'pAY RULES AND 
TO REGAIN AN,QM,AINTA,.1N PARITY 
. FAY.FO~' ·T!lE·TEXARKANA.. 
A~.sAS l1'mE DE~.'UtTl\fENT; F.oR 
DEC:LA'i.UNG AN EMERGENCY; AND 

·)!QR OTHER PURPOSES. .. . - ... -.---- ',." , .. ' 

',vBEREA!>, th •. B.o~d <if Pl~r8 pt\h~ City bf:Texiirkana, ·Aik!<il;;lISi.).~re tei 

'l$loblioh ~Iy ·p~y.nJles·lIIId IOI.liiiin and maintain parity pay fot the Texorkana. 

Atkan ... .l'Jre:peparlmerit 10. b:etter eJfooluate the .v ... ~1 sal('\! ""d uac \.W( increase for 

tl\<.j>~se of.t""lirkapa, "ArJ<oh~ Fire:Depar:m;eril salary mer ...... IIIi<l ~in)liini.\lg 
b .... pay pari~ baween ifu,. fi •• dj,parl1tl"~ts of T~an .. Arkans .. , lUI" ;1:'"" • .-1, ...... 

Texas, app!Q.vep by ·the ~ot.,. of Texarkana, Arkansas, ~, liIe "1'""ial e1C¢1ion held 01) 

Nove:mber S, 19%; and 

WHEREAS. lIdloard l>rl>~or:; hao ""~~ with the Fire De:parlmeni and a 

mutually satisfiletory ~~en, bas be"" r~htllI in 1hi. conn<tlion; 

NOW, ·TImREFORE, :BE IT ORDAINED by t!> •. Bo;trd of DireclOrs of the 

City of Texarkana. Arkansas, ihat. ojjlinanoe ·L-Z34 i~ ·~ehdcd. ..:nd 1ha1 the following 

""'ised defillili<ll)S and rules are enacted II> carry out the purpose staled above: 
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~~!! I. Do:furitioos; 

.A,. ':P,ariiy~the yearly base P":y. for each momb .. of the T<fx"d<aiul. 

Nkant;" Fire, D,eponmcnt '1' «war to the }'early bas. pay of the;, 

T""t!rl<aaa. Texas Fite!l%!III1tnOllt colllltOip~ 

'B .. , ;~ o~Parity-Th. ajnolll\t of\llo~y it takes to pay fur the increase 

iii :b~e p~y, '''lid !he: jneremen~ ,inCre\lseS in: benefit!;, :that ClIUSe:.;' 

. iilC;~ in ea;p19ye~ CoJ\tributioris i'elati;d tQ"such b'se,payj~r~e., 

',.j(~,.' ~QrkeIII Colilpensanon,Hciliday 'pay, Medicare, and r.ti<.<;ment 

.... '., ;Section 2. Rules; .. ".,' . . 
',::X ':':'il1,>';'CJty shall fund ,pariiy raises for the memb.,. <if th~T<p<~a. 

"Alica'nSas 'l'ire Depomn<nt from the, Texarl<Jol)!\, Arkansas Fire' 

-Departmlmt P"lity t9:< revenues., geJ,loral r".onq .. , or both. 

,', :~, "1'1'"' ~,I;!ew employ~e 9f~ \l'.xO\kana, Aikan~ fire DopOmiejlt no 
eo"';t:<if-!he emplOyee's ~8si> p"y:~raJlPly to 1IIe coSt of parity pay 

qUrIDg 1IIeicfi~;year of OI)1p!o)1'Mnt. 

"C ' N1y Years 1h~, Ole l' ~3ibna, Atkatiw Fire Depadm<nt P;\I'i1yPay 

<1lough mOney (u pay for parity, parity will be met. 

O. Any years tbol the Teowkana, ,ArkOllSllS Fite Department Parity Pay 

Tax'does not collel::t enough money \0 pay for',pari!y, and the City's 

lunoprnpriatcd fUnd' bal""' .. is less than '15%, and parily is, n.:.t being 

m~, the llleinbo:rs of t!ler~aJlII' ,\rkan$as Fire tiepartnieqtt "ill 

r<\Cdv',lin incrCllSo o,ht least 3%'to\V~ /lte parity. 

". Any years that the City of Texarlcona, Aikansas's nniiprcpilatea fund 

balance i$ IDQre tb>n 1 S%. and parity is not being met" the memoetS of 

the TOI<8tkana, Arkansas Fire Departnient will ,=",e the greater of • 

4% iIrcrcasc, Qr I % higher than ,the ,iner.""" given 10 th. Texarkana, 

'rexa51'in: Oepartm."t nlcmo ..... each year until p,arity i',inel. 
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F. II' ariydepai):rri .... t j. given parity with th.'r TOl<ai1<.or:i .. r~i<Iis ""linter' , 

part. the T""a.k;ima.. Ar~ Fire Departmont will ilso, ,receive. an 

inCi:tase \o,mcet parilY . 

G, This agreeru'OIlt i. conditioned on odoption of 6nanO'al,i>oji( .. ~,b;y\ii., " 
Boan! or Di .... tor·.. Th ... policie. would begin th,,, pr<>c<;-sS', of 

tebuildiJlg tho City's G~craI FtlIiil I!II!4!ropijate4 ,hal..,,,,, to a 

H. 

, . ' 

minimum of 15 perccol or nic budgele,!, oxpOr\Seli- 'lio," exllli>p!~}Iie, 
City sbouid ~sidl"" .. policy thf!i would limit '\he ra!¢, <J'~\Vih iii' 

~pet\diM'es to 4-~% 

If at Ilw\ilj<l -(If a fiv,e yellT pariQ(i. 'if Ih. Ci.ty·:baO .. !)!It.l\t;lii''''~~,'OJl " 

unrestricted' genel'll1:fund Wane. of 1$%, thCll. the City ~ to'meet ' 

with Fir.: Depoitme"r to disc"". 'bow "",achieve lIarity. 

,SeO,CiOll). 'funergencyC!lIIJ$e: 

This Ordinance being nece$sary for \he ))fC$<'1"V1l~()J1 "t,tbe pu~1W 

pace, hc:"ltb and "'fcty, an, _i~~y is tbcrc:fQrc dQelared to ~ .. ; 

ond, this Ordinance shall be in .ruil force an<l '<@'oct.frpm "Il<i iitter its 

passage and apprQv!(J. 

PASSED-ANJ) APPROVED this 19th day,ofDecemher, 200S. 
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.·Voters.rejectbpnd issue 
thepasfIo year... 
that this was a 
.. with 

. one of the prizes that were given away' 
-. 

• " t" " • 

••• •• 
;VIS WInS' 
........... ··6 

made. Lora picl<ed 
outside City ,and ,gave it to her 

. " See COUNCIL.on Page 6A 

'".' .• ~: .. ,.: .. ::;.~ :.:.'. '. .,<.:: " 
,',..: 

.... .. ,',., :: 
-'.': '" '., 
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; 6A FROM PAGE ONE '. 
. band,. Cliff, who' was a Razorback 
defensive back under Coach Lou fHenry~~ 

1 Continued from Page lA 
, " "He taught me ~~t~: I know 
J about the game. 1 Cowboy. 
~ were our team," 
'I Henry's mom. 

.:; in Texarkana. 

,led until mid 
the next day; 
live 'bl"gainil 

iii! :~~l;i~~~):: 'o~m<:>Ji~,p , !O( .. . .. e 

lati ':.e"!!t:. .. ev. <L1'~~ 

" ,,;{,, .. ,t w:hll. ~ attew~ 

~ , 
'f 
" 

" , 

artd memof\; 
"~~'Ifyou " 

anddo 'pa 
"rea yfort 

Y $, It was 
do ,and give: 

'said. 
,And herb, 
than -one. N( 
elWtl,sbeh, 

':A lot of 
, said I'd fc 

two ye~s . 
. sa" "A tun;( 

d fem;veb" 
'Hentyatte 

;; time." ' "'inln~' c ~ 'and time~, 'player D 
~ Henry " . tbro the 

~ g~~d J.>ryo~, , ",,' ,',,' , a~ do" intsh~~C 
- A girlfriend of Henry'. n""d 'clo'. ' .. " ' ,ateam. ' 
~ by and she would often go to:visit. . . evelY morwilg'before . She's also J 

~ her family. , " ,,;,' " ,'.. ',. . came home fro'.rr""ork":stiJd-",, combi".> at 

* f Council '"i., "~1~~~:~:~Oi~' ~~~~=~:: 
; CoI!till\led from P. 1A to grow and do great~ and hard but h. bel\eves:serving on ' 
li lathe.; re . his w.aIl t an.t she looks f01'W3ld to seemg the the cun;ent cou.ncil wiU be even = L~ __ ,:. L~ ~~kem 't to e progress. more ch>lleJlg!n&. , "';; .......... ,' w... ep 1 rever. "There are gteai opportuni- ,"1 am concerned about the' 
" She told me, '?!ddy. 1. kn~ ties (or growth in Te ... ,*"'lI"" reception," Davis said of other 
;,:, you could do this, ,DaVlS .... d she said, "hmproud,ofMayor councn m,etnbe.s. ';'I believe it's 
• thro~ te~.. (Steve) Maya and Dr. '<LI'<ry) going to )le 'mY tough. I know 
• Da":'S saJd he ~ ~old 10 Sullivan and the' direCtion 'they' thactheydidnotwant,me,lwa$ 
~ pr,?mISes made dJ>1"lI!ll his cam- have taken the city and 1 l1>cl Ilot the persOIl that was sup­
~ p31gn and thanked his support- like 1 was part of tha~ for two posed to be there." 
l ers. . , •. years." ,",' Davis has issues he wants 10 
, "Th.'n!<you[or~mme It was a heat~d c'¥"Paign a,l}d ,r"1!iew.,such.$ all ~ shel­
~ and haV)ng the r ... th to vote for whether Davi" can and should" tee but will.pend his early days 
, rhe," he said. "I'm ovenvhelmed. serve was called into question. on'the Coun<;il, <:;Itching up. , 
~ I wanted \0 send a message and Davis is a Texas-side resident '''We have a roess, with the 
" I think we did." , ,but is 'employed by the City of water department, 1 want to be 
g Court said she is proud of Thxarkana, Ark., as a fuef¢ter. bl'Ought \lp'to speed on what 
", the direction the city has taken Davis said he ,does not see, the council knows ,and start, 
,! and is grateful for friends who any confliCt· in servu,g both ,worldng toward solutions." he ' 
, supported her Ihtough the cam- 'Thx:ubnas. He said he can vote ,said., ' 
~ paign. . on budgets but will abstain £rain Ward 6 'was the Qnly COUll--
1 "Serving on the City Council the line-item dealing. with lire cil seat deterxnined by ele<;­
~ has been a great hOMr. a learn- department salaries because tion. Ml!yo, Ward 1 Council 
~ ;;,g, experience and s~ I of a parity ammg.,ment in the ,Member Derrick McGary .... d ' 
~ 11m very pro"d of,," CoI1rt said Twin Cili ... ', " o', Ward 4 ~uncil Member Bob 
~ -1 "'" disappointed but I, wish Fire and' police pay in Bruggeman were unopposed. 

~ , , 
!I 
;; 
~ 
~ 
t 
~ 


