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RECEIVED 

July 20,2006 

The Honorable Greg Abbott 
Attorney General of Texas 
supreme court Building 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, Texas 7871 I-2548 

Attmdion: Opiion Committee 

RI% Wether 265.004(a) of the Family Co& applies to alI prev&ion and early inteivention 
programs. 

Dear General Abbott: 

Pleese accept this lcttcr es * rcqucst for an opinion fmm your office on the correct interprotutjou 
of new provisions in the Fauiily Code added by SB 6,79* Texas Legislature. 

SectIon 265.004(a) ofthe Family Code as emended, effective September 1, ZOOS, Requiems the 
Department of Fnmiiy and Protective Services (DFPS) to fund evidence-based progiams o&red 
by community-based organizations that are designed to prevent or smcliomte child abuse end 
neglect to the extent that money is appmpriated for the purpose. See Acts of June 42005, ,923 6 
Section 1.64, 79th LegiEloMe. Regub Session. Smatw Royce West a&d that 1 submit this 
request on his behalf due to his concern that tic agency interpretation of this section to hold all 
prevention programs to the new evidence-based sbmdard has a negative imp& on Cmunum$ 
Youth Development programs. 

Please supply us witb your opinion ss to whether these requirements apply to all p&don &d 
early Intervention pmgmms funded by DFPS or only to programs designed to prevent or 
mneUorate &Id abuse and neglect. 

Thank you for your attention to thii matter. Pleas8 do not h&t& to oonteot our offices should 
you have any questions or require further information. 

Senator Jane Nelson 
cc: Senator Royce West 

Commissioner Carey CockerelI, DFPS 
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