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Dear General Cornyn:

The passage of House Bill 1051' during the 1999 legislative session
created a new type of licensee regulated by the Texas Optometry
Board: the "Optometric Glaucoma Specialist." Practitioners possessing
this license have greatly expanded authority versus therapeutic
optometrists and optometrists (the other two types of licensees
regulated by the Board).

Some Optometric Glaucoma Specialists have indicted to the Board
that they desire to use a professional designation consisting solely of
their name plus the phrase "Optometric Glaucoma Specialist.” This
listing would be in the following form:

Dr. Jane Doe, Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

These doctors have asked the Board if they can legally use such a
professional designation even though the designation is not listed in
Tex. Occ. Code Ann. § 104.103(f) (Vernon 2000). Section 104.103 lists
mandatory forms of professional identification to be used by
practitioners of the healing arts, and the statute does not include the
designation "Optometric Glaucoma Specialist." However, section 2 of
House Bill 1051, in subsection {r) of the amendments fo article 4552-
1.03, specifically directs that these licensees " . . . shall be known as
optometric glaucoma specialist[s}."

Because House Bill 1051 and § 104.103 appear to be in direct conflict,
the Board authorized me on December 4, 2000, to seek an opinion of
the Attorney General on whether an optometric glaucoma specialist
may list their name in the form set out above as their sole means of
professional designation.
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Please provide the Board with an opinion under the provisions of Tex.
Gov. Code Ann. § 402.042 (Vernon 1998).

Thank you. Should you have any questions, please call me at 305-
8502.

Sincerely,

Lois Ewald
Executive Director

' Act of May 24, 1999, 76™ Leg., R.S., ch. 733, § 2, 1999 Tex. Gen. Laws 3342. The
sections pertinent to this opinion request amend Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat. art. 4552-1.03,
and are published as italicized materiai following Tex. Occ. Code Ann § 351.160
(Vernon 2000).




