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Daar Mr. Comyn:

i would fike to request an opinion regarding the interpretation of Govemment Cade Sec.
25.0005(8), a copy of which is set out in Atachmert A. The information in Atlachment B details
the receipt and disbursement of the supplement set out in this statute for statutory court-at-law
judges. Neither judge in Tom Green County majntains a private practice and beth courts collect
the court costs and faes set out in GC 51.702. No amounts aré paid a5 compensation to these
judges other than the components listed. According 1o our auditor, the excess contribulions

made by the state in FY97 and FY 98 were not distributed to the court-at-law judges as additional
compensation.

Based on the information above it can be concluded that all requirements were met
except for GC 25 0005(e). Therefore, was the county required to pay the courl-ai-law judges in
FY&7 and FYo8 at leas! $4,000 less than a district judge since at least 50% of the excess
contrbution was not included as additional compensation for these judges? Would the remedy
be to allaw the county to go back and distdbute at least 50% of the excess contribution in order 1o
comply with the statute? I the sataries should have been at least $4,000 less than a district
judige, may the county now choose to distibiie at least 50% of the excess contribution and avoid
paying the minimum salary amourd in 19997

My opinion is that since the fees were collected, the county has, in effect, elected to — but
not complied with — pay the County Courl-at-Law Judges the $4,000 less than the District Judges.

Thank you,
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