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_ApEil 15, 1947

Hon. Lee Nowlin,.} Opinfon Fos V<lik

Qounty Attorney, _ ‘ ,

Hale County Re: Whether or not eadditional

Plalnview, kxas sompensation may be paid
by the county to the Tax
Asgessor~Collector for ser- -
Yices performed by him.for
work as County Veterans?
Borvi'qe Officer. -

,nm'- sir.' ' | '

Yous roquut for an opinion upon thc above
aubjoct utter is-as. follows: - - : .

) -'m-. ll. 8, Watson is Assessor and
calleator of Texes for Hale County; he
-was such elected and utins officer ell
thm the yoarl 19#5 ud 19464 S

S wpg amoh orﬁ.ecr, Lo (u ‘well as
the other County Offieials) are on an
annual salary basis, as £ixed by the
Commigsieners? Qo t of Hale County,
such galary being $3600,00 per year,
payable,. of ceurse, in mnthlr paymmta.

“on M ll.th 1945, thc Gommissiocners i
Court of Hale county, by proper order made
- and entered by ths Qourt, created the "Vet-
erans' $orvice Officev ror Hale County; the .
office was not filled by an offieiel appoint-
ment until Feb, 1lth, 19l+6 however;

"From J’uly 1st, 1945, " thru and includ--
ing January 1946, a period of some 7 months,
the dutles of this office were discharged by
¥r. M, 8. WATSON, who attended to the duties
of this office in conjunction with the dut-
ies of his office as Tax Assessor and Col-
lector; and of course, Mr. Watson received
his full compensation as Tax Assessor & Col-

_lector.
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- ®Mrs Wataon scted and served and did
this extra wark as "County Service Officer®
(in addition to his other duties as TeX ASe
sessor and Colleotor) at the request of at
least some membexw of the Qenzigalioness’®
Court; and it may be thati sems meaxde? or
nenbers of the Ceurt indicated that he, Mr.

- Wa would be “sems eeapemgation”
for m&mwu%
"m“Q'mWa '

. *Is 1t.legal] now, for the Commiagicmers®
Court of Hale County to allow compensation to -
Mro Watson for this extra work as "County Serw
vice Officernew S o

" Your inquiry should- be answered:in the negetive:

) . It 1s.a familiar rule with respect to compense~
tion of publfs offiocers thet .they shall receive such sel.
ary, feeg, or comionaation -only .as may be. prescribed by’
lewo If an additional duty.is iﬂgud upeR &n orffioer rosr
whioh no fee or compensation is fixed by law, the s ervice
must be performed as an additional burden : impossd by law
without extra compensation therefor, This ruls has bheen
uniforuly followed by the Courts and by the opinioan ef
this Department, : : ,

. What we heve said compels-the answer we heve
irreapective of any consideration of the question

glven .
ot e1lgibility of the Assessor-Collector to hold at the

same time snother ocounty office, that of Veterans' Coun-.
ty Bervice Orficer, and in spite of the worthy cause for
waich the Asgessor-Collector -is giving of his extra tims,

TUGAERY

. .The County Tax Assessor and Colleotor
of Hale County who likewise performs the
dutive. of the Comuty Vatersms® Service Of-
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fioer, may not be paid additional oom=-
pensation for -such dutiee as Veterans'
Servioce. Orrioor.‘ :

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

(:%>c45. alJL.&/’

- o Ocie Speer
08:4 jm:wb:mmo . Assistant

APPROVED APR 15, 1947
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